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1. Liberal civic groups are leading candlelight vigils against U.S. beef imports
across the country, including at Seoul Cheonggye Plaza on May 2, urging
national opposition to the resumption both on and offline.
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2. The death toll from the devastating cyclone in Myanmar over the weekend
escalated to nearly 4,000 people on Monday, with thousands of others still
missing and at least one entire village wiped out.
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3. FIRST came the "ice-breaking', then the "ice-melting'. Now, comes the "cherry-
blossom viewing". A succession of reciprocal visits by the two countries' leaders
have taken Sino-Japanese relations out of the cooler over the past 20 months.
On Tuesday May 6th Hu Jintao began a state visit, the first trip to Japan by a

6 AAFE O] Current English

Chinese president in a decade; at five days, it will also be the longest for Mr Hu.
Before meeting his counterpart, Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda, he predicted an
"everlasting warm spring" between the two countries.(Economist.com)
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4. Novelist Park Kyung-ni, the author of "Toji (The Land)', considered a
masterpiece of contemporary Korean literature, ded on Monday afternoon at
Seoul's Asan Medical Center at the age of 82.
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